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4 BEO -  0 1  I GCSE   BENGALI  –  CHI EF EXAMI NER’S REPORT –  Jan u ar y  2 0 1 6  

 

Gen er al  com m en t s 

 

 

1071 students were entered for the I nternat ional GCSE Bengali in the January 1601 

examinat ion, and all were from the overseas cent res. A large proport ion of students were 

entered from the centre 90320. A good proport ion of students performed well and scored 

high marks in the paper. The demand of the paper is generally comparable with the 

January 2015 paper. Overall in the 1601 series, the student  performances were 

comparable to last  year. This was evident  from marking students' samples, back reading 

and monitoring qualit ies of marking and the markers' report .  

 

Students had every opportunity to produce good and proper t ranslat ions. Some key 

words and phrases helped to different iate between the ‘good’ and ‘adequate’ candidates. 

There were also a number of outstanding pieces of t ranslat ion, and some excellent  pieces 

of cont inuous wr it ing. 

 

 

 

Qu est ion  1  

 

 

Almost  all students were able to t ranslate at  least  5 sentences without  any diff iculty, and 

scored good marks. These quest ions were designed to test  specific grammar points. Less 

able students often st ruggled to t ransm it  plural nouns ( in 1a) , ar t icles  and n ou n s ( in 

1e) , often om i t t ed  sp eech  m ar k s . They also found it  diff icult  to t ranslate p r ob ab le 

con d i t ion als (1c) . However, more able students generally performed well with their  

appropriate knowledge of grammar and vocabulary. The average mark recorded on this 

quest ion was 1 2 .  

  

 
Qu est ion  2  

 

  

This quest ion was about  road accidents in Bangladesh. Generally, the t ransm ission of this 

passage by the majorit y of candidates was good throughout . However, a small number of 

candidates st ruggled with the Bengali meanings of words such as ‘alar m in g  r ise ’ , ‘past  

d ecad e’ , ‘u r b an isat ion ’ , ‘ cr u cia l  r o le ’  and ‘p ed est r ian s’  and used either 

inappropr iate meanings or their t ransliterat ions instead. Nevertheless, the st ronger 

candidates performed well and scored good marks. The average mark recorded was1 7 . 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Qu est ion  3  

 

 

This quest ion was about  a shop selling ant iques. Most  candidates performed bet ter at  

t ransm it t ing this passage in this quest ion than in quest ion 2. However, a small number of 

candidates had st ruggled to t ranslate the passage correct ly and fully. I n cases where the 

candidates were unable to put  the correct  meanings of Bengali words such as ‘ob osh or ’, 

‘sou k h in  sam og r i ’ , ‘m u r t i ’ , ‘o i t i j - j ap u r n a’ , ‘n at ok er  m oh r a ’, and ‘la l  t ip ’ , they used 

either their t ransliterat ions or inappropr iate words. The average mark recorded was 1 8 .  

 

 

Qu est ion  4  

 

 

Quest ions 4(a)  and 4(c)  were responded to well by most  candidates. However, the 

candidates who at tempted quest ions 4(b)  and 4(d)  performed comparat ively bet ter, 

scoring bet ter marks. The more able students put  their viewpoints, feelings and thoughts 

across coherent ly and sequent ially, giv ing their j ust if icat ions followed by displaying facts 

and informat ion. Hence, they scored good marks.  Only a small number of students 

wrote essays less than the required num ber of words. For these essays, the reduced 

quality and lack of relevant  informat ion resulted them in scoring lower marks. This 

quest ion required the inclusion of facts, good flow, analysis of points of view and 

opinion/ s. Unfortunately, these were not  evident  amongst  candidates in general.   

 

On average, the responses were mainly descript ive. Also not  very many candidates used 

high level vocabulary or idiomat ic phrases or expressions. The manipulat ion of languages 

was very basic on occasions. The use of syntax and the wrong use of verb forms, 

m ismatching of verb endings gave the impression as if it  was the second language for a 

number of candidates, so they scored less than expected. On the other hand, candidates 

who fulf illed these criter ia and displayed a coherent  piece of writ ing scored marks in the 

top range. The average mark recorded for Q4 was 2 6 .  

 

  
Con clu sion  

 

On the whole, this paper appeared to be fair , accessible and well balanced. The overall 

performances of able students showed that  the standard of literacy, including the 

t ransm ission skills to and from the target  language, has improved on several occasions. 

This could be due to the fact  that  a number of cent res have embedded appropriate exam 

techniques required for this exam inat ion. However, less able students’ performances on 

average were not  as good as expected. I t  was due to their lack of good grasp of the 

grammat ical knowledge in both English and in the target  language, their  inabilit y to 

display a range of st ructures and phrases, manipulat ion of tense concepts /  t ime fram es 

and common spelling errors. Also, a wide display of t ransliterated words /  phrases were 

evident  in the students’ performances across the board. 
 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

Gr ad e Bou n d ar ies 

Grade boundaries for this, and all other papers, can be found on the website on 

this link:  

ht tp: / / www.edexcel.com/ iwant to/ Pages/ grade-boundaries.aspx 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Pearson Educat ion Lim ited. Registered company number 872828  

with its registered office at  Edinburgh Gate, Har low, Essex CM20 2JE 

 

http://www.edexcel.com/iwantto/Pages/grade-boundaries.aspx

	/
	Examiners’ Report/
	Principal Examiner Feedback
	January 2016
	Pearson Edexcel International GCSE

